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REAL CRISIS, &c 


STR, 


HLS T the unthinking, I 
am afraid the far greater, Part 
of our fellow Subjects, are at- 
tentive only to the Motions 
of the different Armies now 
in the Field, out of mere Curioſity; 
whilſt theſe near-ſighted Coffee-houſe Poli- 
ticians gape for the French and Dutch | 
Mails, to learn the Number of the Kill'd 
and Wounded on the Rhzne and the Po, 
only to gratify a filly Inclination, for 
News of any kind, ſo natural to our 
Countrymen ; whilſt they are thus em- 
ployed, without Meaning, and without 
ſeeing that one Side contends for Superio- 
rity and Power, whilft the other, by far 
the weaker, ſtruggles hard for the Liber- 
fies of Europe; I fay, whilſt theſe Sons 
of Ignorance are thus indolently employ- 
ed, you, Sir, who have fo deſervedly 
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filled one of the moſt diſtinguiſned Poſts | 


in the Nation, and are conſpicuous for a 


profound Knowledge of her real Intereſt, 


will, I hope, indulge me (who ſee the 


preſent Confuſions on the Continent in a- 
nother Light, than moſt of our Country- 


men ſeem to do) to give you my Thoughts 


of the preſent State of the Affairs of Eu- 
rope, and point out to you my Apprehen- 
ſions, that thoſe Nations muſt ſoon be in- 
volved in the Calamities of the Houſe of 
Auſtria, except we ſpeedily ſupport her 


with all our Power. 


I am ſenſible, that the weight of our 
preſent National Incumbrance ſhould al- 


ways deter us from moſt Engagements of 

pence, and that we ought to act with | 
the greateſt Caution and Warineſs in our | 
preient Situation; but, at the ſame Time, | 


you will agree with me, that Circumſpec- 
tion and Parcimony, in ſome Caſes, may 


Juſtly be deemed rather Vices than Vir- | 
tues ; and ſuch, I will take upon me to | 


ſay, they would be in the preſent Con- 


juncture, were we to continue any longer | 
Spectators, as we have been ever ſince the 
breaking out of the preſent War on the 

Continent. 1978 : . 


ry 


I am far from promoting an unneceſſa- 


Expence, or a War of Wantonneſs, ⁵ 
founded only on Pique or Prejudice; 5 J 
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when'our Religion,” our Liberties, the Li- 


erties of the greateſt Part of Europe are 
at Stake, it is. high. Time that we rouſe 


ourfelves from our Political Supineneſs, 
and exert all our Vigour and Force, in 
order to preſerve all that is worth con- 


tending for on this Side Heaven. 


Our wiſe Anceſtors, and yours, Sir, in 


particular, have ſtrenuouſly ſupported the 


Cauſe of: Liberty, and readily concurred 
in the Maintenance of the Balance of 
Power in Europe. They thought no Ha- 
zard, no Expence too great, in order to 


preſerve that Balance, without which all 


that was dear to them muſt be precarious 


and unſafe. The Bleſſings we enjoy at 


this Time, of Religion and Liberty, are 
owing to their glorious Zeal and Efforts, 
for the Preſervation of this very Balance, 
which muſt far ever be the ſureſt Bulwark 
of our happy Conſtitution. For this he- 
roick Cauſe have we ſpent immenſe 'Trea- 
ſure, and ſpilt Oceans of Blood, ſince the 
Revolution. Shall we then now look 
tamely on, and fee the darling Fruit of 
forty odd Years unwearied Toil wreſted 
from us, without making any Efforts. to- 
wards its Defence? Let not Poſterity have 
any Thing ſo mean, ſo imprudent, I 
might fay fo wicked, to ſay of us: Let us, 
for Shame, act by the next —_—- 
| ene- 
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3 Generations, as our wiſe and ſteady Anceſt- 
ors have done by us: Let it not be ſaid, that 
i we indolently, not to ſay maliciouſiy, give 
| up the Liberties of Europe, and our own, 
| without an Effort to preſerve them. Were 
| there but a bare Poſſibility of Succeſs, it 
* would be unwarrantable not to make the 
| Attempt ; but when there is a moral Cer- 
[| tainty of ſucceeding, not to exerciſe our 
[| Strength and Power, would be unpar- 
. 
© - _T pity thoſe unthinking tokiewarn Pa- 
| | triots who argue, that the Emperor had 
imprudently brought the preſent Misfor- 
[| tunes upon himſelf, and therefore ſhould 
|| be left to extricate himſelf out of them the 
| beſt he can. How weak, how ridiculous 
are ſuch Reaſonings! Suppoſing this to 
have been the Caſe, as undoubtedly it was 
[ not, which J ſhall endeavour to prove 
| preſently, ſhall not we aſſiſt him, if our 
own immediate Intereſt calls upon us ſo 
| to do? Shall not a Man give his Aſſiſtance 
| towards extinguiſhing a Fire in his Neigh- 
bour's Houſe, becauſe he had imprudent- 
ly or neglectfully been the Author of his 
Mistortune? Self-preſcryation, as it is the 
firſt Principle of Nature, ſhould always 
be the chiefeſt, and, in my Opinion, ne- 
| ver more to be obſeryed than in the pre- 
ſent Conjuncture. But that it may 5 
OW 
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how far Gratitude and Equity, as well ag 
Self-intereſt, oblige us to give his Imperial 
Majeſty Succour at this Time, we will 
examine into the Conduct of his Houſe 
for almoſt fifty Years paſt, with relation 
to theſe Kingdoms. This I ſhall do in a 
ſummary Manner, as it would be unne- 
ceſſary to be minute in Matters that ęve- 
ry Gentleman, of common Reading and 
Obſervation, can be no Stranger to. 

If it be true, as I doubt not but it is, 
that all the Subjects of Creat- Britain look 
upon the Revolution as the greateſt Blei- 
ſing Providence could beſtow upon them; 
How grateful then ought they to. be to 
the Houſe of Auſtria, for her generous 
Aſſiſtance on that memorable Occaſion? 
It would have been next to impoſſible for 
King William to have ſucceeded, without 
the Influence.and hearty Concurrence of 
the Emperor Leopold, who had brought 
many other Powers, and even the Pope 
himſelf, to contribute largely towards that 
Expedition, The Sincerity with which 
that wiſe Prince acted in the Cauſe of Li- 
berty, at that Time, is a Matter of ſuch 

otoriety as cannot admit of the leaſt 
Conteſt. It was by his Influence and Ad- 
dreſs that Doctor Buryet, late Biſhop. of 
Sarum, was ſo highly -careſs'd, and ſuc, 
cceded ſo well at the Court of Rome, at 
| Fe ies Fe ae ors e 
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taking. 
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the fame Time that Lot <..... LY 
ames's Ambaſſador to his Holi- 1 


King 
neſs, ſaw himſelf neglected, and almoſt 
deſpiſed by the Pont if, and all the Auſtrian 


Faction there: And I think it may be 


truly ſaid, that the Acceſſion of the Pope, 
at that Time, to the Alliance in Fayour 
of the then Prince of Nrange, and the 
Treaſure he advanced, did not a little 
contribute to the Succeſs of his Under- 


or continued his faithful 
Friendſhip to us till the Peace of Ryſwick, 
and proved a moſt uſeful Ally during the 
whole Time we were obliged to draw a- 


The Emper 


way all our own Troops, and many Auxi- 
liaries from the Continent, the better to 


3 the War with Vigour againſt 
ing James, in Ireland. 

Trial of Amity and Friendſhip ; a Friend- 
ſhip never to be forgotten by a grateful 
People: And yet how unhappily did we 


ſeem to negleQ this neceſſary Ally, and 


indeed ourſelves, a very few Years after, 
when we had acceded to the famous Par- 
tition Treaty / A Treaty, the moſt inju- 
rious to the Houſe of Auſtria that could 
well be cancerted, not only as it ſtripp'd 


the Imperial Family of a Succeſſion, the 


could ſcarcely otherwiſe be deprived of, 
but alſo, in as much as it added to the 
Power 


ere Was a 
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Power of the Houſe of Bourbon, the na- 
tural and ayowed Enemy to that of Au- 
ria. 3 
Some have been ſo ungenerous, not to 
ſay ungrateful, as to aſſert, that we had 
made ample Attonement for that Step, and 
all ſormer Obligations, by the expenſive 
War we entered into afterwards, in order 
to procure the preſent Emperor Domini- 
ons; but ſurely they ſhould have conſi- 
dered, that there had been little Occaſion 
for that War, if the Partition- Treaty had 
not paved the Way for it, by giving 
France the Opportunity, under the Sha. 
dow of that Treaty, of procuring a Will, 
by Virtue of which ſhe foiſted herſelf into 
the Poſſeſſion of the whole Spaniſh Mo- 
narchy. Let us ſee, a little after, how 
we abandoned and gave up the Emperor, 
a ſecond Time, by the infamous _ 
b 


of Utrecht. It might be called, inde 
the third Time, for we had partly given 
him up at Ryſwick about fixteen Years be- 
fore, tho' he had, a few Years before thar, 
done us the moſt ſignal Services, as has 
been obſerved above. n 
We ſhall not only find the Emperor the 
ſincereſt Ally, in the momentous Event 
of the Revolution, and amicably bearing 
with the frequent Slights put upon him 
by us afterwards, but alſo complying 
”" B moſt 
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moſt affectionately with us on many Oc- 
caſions, to the manifeſt Prejudice of his 
own Intereſt. His agreeing to the Sti- 
pulations in Favour of Don Carlos, by 
the Quadruple Alliance; his deſtroying 
the Oſtend Company, becauſe we deſired it, 
and his conſenting to the Introduction of 
Spaniſh Troops, . inſtead of neutral, are 
o many undoubted Teſtimonies of his ſin- 
gular , Regard and real Affection for the 
Britiſh Nation. We now ſee plainly how 
unwarrantable our Jealouſies with him, 
concerning the firſt Treaty of Vienna, on 
account of particular ſecret Stipulations 
with Spain, in Fayour of the Pretender ; 
our Apprehenſions, at that Time, were 
ſuch as we were craftily poſſeſſed with by 
che Court of France, whoſe Intereſt it 
was, and ever will be, to ſow Contention 
between the Houſe of Auſtria and her na- 
tural Allies. It was France alſo that led 
us to employ our Influence with the Em- 
Peror to come into all thoſe fatal Conceſ- 
ſions, in Favour of Don Carlos, which 

1 Ve ſee to Day ſo prejudicial to himſelf 
| and the Liberties of Earope. And yet, 
Jil how like a true Friend, and ſincere Ally, 
has he patiently bore with our Neglect of 
him, when his All is in the utmoſt Dan- 
ger, and this even when his Misfortunes 
are in great meaſure owing to , thoſe 
2 Coun- 
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i-  Counſels we had entered into, at the In- 
y I ftigation of France. He has not publick- 
g ly inveighed againſt us by Manzfeſto at 
t, all the Courts of Europe, for our Supine- 
of sneſs and Diſregard of him in his greateſt 
re Neceſſities, partly, tho' undeſignedly, 
brought upon him by us, as was obſerved . 
je above. A Practice frequently made uſe of 
by Princes inferior to this great and anci- 
n, ent Ally. 

n Let it not be ſaid, that our Guaranty 
13 Wof the Pragmatick auction was any Equi- 
; valent for the Alteration in Favour of 
re Don Carlos, as to Spaniſh Troops: For 
y {Win Reality it was none, nor can it be con- 
it ſtrued, in any Senſe, to be lo; for we 
n WW did therein no more than what our own 
a- natural Intereſt ſhould have obliged us to 
-d do many Years before, if it be true, as I 
am ſure it is, that we ought never to ſuf- 
fer the Auſtrian Poſſeſſions to be ſeparated 


h WY or divided; as ſuch a Separation muſt be 
1f attended with the moſt fatal Conſequence, 
t, Nit would be morally impoſſible to pieſerve 
„, dhe Balance of Power for which we fought 
of Never ſince the Revolution, if the Domini- 
n- ons of Auſtria were to be divided between 
es the late Emperor's two Daughters, and 
ic WM thoſe of his preſent Imperial Majeſty. 
And why we had not acceded to this Gua- 


ranty when firſt it was propoſed to us, in 
B 2 the 


apparently to his own Prejudice, not ſo 


5 Point of Commerce. 


her Allies, Thoſe, who argue in Fayour 
of our Neutrality, fay, that he ſhould 


| ſhe demanded in Favour of Don Carlos, 


left to ſhift for himſelf: Admirable Rea- 
| the arguing, might have avoided the War 
7 ing to all the Inſults of Louis the XIVth, 


. 2 , 


. 


the late Reign, is a Myſtery to me; -and 


probably ſo to all others, who, are not 
more than I am in the Intereſt of France : 

Therefore, 1 ſay, the Emperor was in- 
duced to come into all our Meaſures, tho' 


much for the Sake of our aforeſaid Gua 
ranty, as to ſhew us he was ready to con- 


cur in every Thing that could promote 2 
good Underſtanding, between us and. Spain, 


a Kingdom fo uſeful to theſe, Nations in 


Let us now examine, if his Imperial 
Majeſty may be ſaid to have been the ſole 
Author of the Hoſtilities of France and | 


not have interfered in the Election of Po- 
land; that he ought not to have diſohliged 
the King of Sardinia; and that he ſhould 
have gratified Spain, in the Diſpenſation 


as Duke of Parma: Theſe, ſay they, 
have been the Cauſes of the preſent War, 
and, as the Emperor might have avoided 
it, by a contrary Behaviour, he muſt be 


ſoning ! ! 'The Dutch, by the ſame Manner 
72 with rance, by tamely ſubmit- 
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and by going blindly into all the Views of 
that aſpiring Monarch; but becauſe they 
did not, they were to be abandoned by all 
the reſt of Europe (as in Reality they 


were, except by the Emperor) as they 


themſelves were the Authors of all the 
Calamities of that ſanguine War, that 
had then like to have cvyer-turned the 
European Balance of Power. Is this 
Reaſoning ? Is this Argument for Engliſh 
Men? Are the Liberties of Europe, and 
the Balance of Power to be trifled away, 
and given up; becauſe ſome People can't, 
or won't ſee into the Nature of Things ? 


But we ſhall endeavour to ſhew, for the 


Satis faction of theſe ſqueamiſh Politicians, 


that the Emperor did no more than what 


became him, in relation to this Charge 
brought againſt him; that he had done 
no more than any other Prince in Europe, 
in his Situation, ought and muſt have 


done, if he would preſetve himſelf and 


the Balance of Power ; and that the pre- 


ſent Mar is owing to the infatiable Ambi- 
tion of France, and not to thoſe Cauſes 
mentioned above. This, indeed, his Im- 


perial Majeſty himſelf has partly done, 
with great Force, in his Anſwer to the 
French Motives or Declaration of War : 
But I will 'examine the Matter yet fur- 
ther, to oblige my Countrymen, who may. 
. ö have. 

” | 
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have forgot or over-dooked that admira- 
ble Piece. 

The Emperor was obliged by Treaty, 
as well as by Intereſt, to preſerve Poland 
in Peace and Tranquility ; and he knew 
that ſhe muſt be plunged into the greateſt 
Difficulties ſhould Staniſlaus be elected 
King. This he knew, as well from the 
Peer and Strength of the Party in the 
Kingdom, confederated againſt that unfor- 
tunate Prince, as from the avowed Aver- 
| ſion of the Ruſſians towards him. He 
therefore uſed his utmoſt Endeavours to 
bring the Party, gained by French Arti- 
ice and Gold, to a Senſe of their own 
Intereſt ; and they now ſee, but too late, 
how falutary his Advices were. He pro- 
poſed to aſſiſt that Nation in any other 
Choice, but that of Stan;/laus, who, he 
was ſenſible, would be oppoſed by the 
whole Power of Muſcovy. He might, 
- Indeed, have been pleaſed that the Choice 
Fell on the Elector of Saxony, and it was 
natural he ſhould, as it would prove a. 
Means to preſerve, in Futurity, the Ba- 
lance of Power in Europe; but he went 
no farther than Advice and good. Offices, 
far from making Uſe of the Power he had 
then in his'Hands, to back his Mediation. 
Without caſting any Reflections on Stanz- 
„aus, he was, on many Accounts, a Prince 

| ” 
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AC. 
to be objected to by the Emperor; but 
particularly as he was, and mult always 
be, a cloſe Ally to France, This alone - 
ſhould be a Reaſon, not only with the 
Emperor but alſo even with England, to 
prevent his reigning in Poland; and for 
this Reaſon, I have often wondered that 
we had not interfered in the Aﬀairs of 
Poland as early as the Emperor. For it 
is moſt certain, it ſhould be a ſtanding 
Maxim with England, never to ſuffer, if 
poſſible, any material Addition or Increaſe 
to the Power of the Houſe of Bourbon. 
The Emperor might reaſonably have ima- 
gined, that had Poland been governed by 
a Prince in the ſtricteſt Amity with 
France, the Turk might be induced to at- 
tack him on that Side, whenever France 
ſhould think it proper to break with hiin 
on the other. A thouſand other Reaſons 
might be urged to ſtrengthen the Argu- 
ment, and juſtify the Emperor in any Op- 
poſition he ſhoutd give to the Elevation 
of Stani/laus to the Crown of Poland. 
As to the Diſcontent of his Sardinian 
Majeſty, was it not reaſonable for the 
Emperor to keep that Prince, in ſome 
Meaſure, in a State of Dependency, in 
order to prevent his being in a Capacity 
of diſturbing the publick Peace, if ever he 
ſhould throw himſelf into the Arms of 
12225 ; ples France? 
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France? For this Purpoſe, he would not 
confent that he ſhould fortify ſome Towns 
on the Frontiers of the Milaneſe; and for 


this Purpoſe alſo, perhaps, he delayed 
the Inveſtiture of Part of his Dominions, 


which he holds of the Empire. The ve- 
ry Demand of an Inveſtiture, which had 
been diſcontinued for almoſt two hundred 
Years, might be a Reaſon with the Fu- 


perial Court for delaying a Matter that 
ſeemed to have been calculated for ſome + 


finiſter Deſign ; and, indeed, the Conſe- 
quence proves the Emperor's Apprehen- 
ſtons to have been well founded, and that 


France had fet on that Prince to act the 


Part he did on that Occafion; for no 
ſooner had he obtained what he deſired, 
but he fell in with the Views of that E- 
nemy to the Imperial Houſe; which 
plainly ſhews, that his Negotiations, for 
two Years before at the Court of Viema, 
were a Farce only, and carried on on Pur- 


poſe to delude the Emperor, whilſt he 


was bringing his moſt ſecret Engagements 
with France to Perfection. We have ſeen 
alſo this Prince, laying up an abundant 
Store of Corn, and other Warlike Neceſ- 
ſaries, even whilſt he was treating with 


the Imperial Court; a Certainty that he 


was then determined to break with her. 


The Emperor might probably have ſeen 


partly 


(17) 
partly into his Diſguiſe, tho' it might not 
be proper to have taken Notice of them 
at that Time, hoping perhaps he ſhould 
ſee his Folly of engaging with, a Court 
that is ſaid to have deluded all the Princes 
who had obliged her for man Centuries, 
before he ſhould aQually pu himſelf in ' 
her Power. But it ſeems French Gold to 
himſelf, or to his Miniſters, or to both, 
prevailed more than real Intereſt, Ho- 
nour, or the Faith of Treaties. | 
The Refuſal, or rather the Delay of 
the Diſpenſation, in Favour of Don Gabe 
lot, muſt be juſtified by all the World, 
except the Partiſans of the Houſe of 
Bourbon, who wanted this Addition to 
that young Prince's Power, in order to 
compleat the approaching Schemes of that 
ambitious Houſe. The Emperor might 
have thought that he had already gone 
too far, by his Compliance to us, in 
_ conſenting to the Introduction of a Prince 
into Italy, who would certainly, in Con- 
junction with the Aſpiring Houſe he is 
ſprung from, endeavour to enlarge his 
Poſſeſſions there, and therefore very pru- 
dently ayoided giving him an earlier Pow- 
er than his Years allowed of. How then 
this Step, any more than thoſe in relation 
to Sardinia and Poland, can be aſſigned 
as s Reaſons for refuſing him Suceour at this 
C Time, 
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Time, IL leave the impartial World to 
judge, not only from Events, but even 
from the very Nature of Things them- 
ſelves. 

That thoſe pretended Cauſes were not 
the real . that induced France and 


Spain to take up Arms againſt the Empe- 
ror, will appear from the Conduct of theſe 
Courts for a great While before the Death 
of King Auguſtus, or the feigned Diſaffec- 
tions of France, Spain and Sardinia, As 
it is notorious. 32 Louis the XIVth had 
the Spauiſb Monarchy in View, when he 
came into the Peace of Ryſwick, ſo like- 
wiſe does it plainly appear to me, that the 
Duke of Orleaus, the moſt artful Prince 
of his Time, had all Italy in his View 
when wh projected the Pyadruple Allt- 
ance, by. Virtue of which a Prince of the 
Houſe of Bourbon was to be introduced 
into Parma and Tuſcany, as neceſſary to 
get a Footing in a Country, he had deſign- 
ed to wreſt from the Emperor, when ever 
a favourable Opportunity ſhould offer. 
The Minority of the preſent King of 
Fiance, and the Regent's Title to the 
Grown, in Virtue of the fatal and ever 
famous Renunciation of King Philip, were. 
the Motives.that indueed- the late King 
George-and his Miniſters, to fall into all 
the Meaſures of fron about that Time, 


--Ie 
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It is true, there was then a ſtrong Appear- 
ance that theſe Counſels would have turn- 
ed to the Advantage of the preſent Royal 
Family, and that-of the Nation in gene- 
ral, and ſo far they may be juſtified ; but 
Expetience has taught us how dangerous 
it is for a Court to place too great Confi- 
dence in a new potent Ally, whoſe Views 
are, and always have been, as extenſive as 
his Ambition is inſatiable. Our Confi- 
dence in the late Regent led us, 1 am a- 


fraid, inſenſibly into a fort of Dependen- 


cy, imperceptible, in Appearance, to ſome, 


but too real in Effect. Thus were we 


_ artfully induced to be the Means of com- 


pelling, I may ſay, the Emperor into a 
Compliance in Favour of the Houſe of 


Bourbon. Perhaps our Miniſters might 


have judged it proper to -diminiſh the 
growing Power, as France affected to inſi- 
nuate it was, of the Houſe of Auſtria; 
and the Intereſt of our Royal Family in 
Germany, might have been a Reaſon: for 
our thinking, along with France, that the 
Emperor was already too powerful for the 


 Germanick Body, and therefore his Win 


were to be clipp'd in Italy. The Quadru- 
ple Alliance produced many other Conven- 
tions between us and ain, and particular- 


ly the Treaty of Seville, which may have 


been extremely neceſſary to us, in theSitua- 
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tion our Affairs were in at that Time, from 
the Meaſures of the late Reign: But it 
muſt be allowed, that that Treaty, howe- 
ver advantageous to us, did put a finiſhing 
Hand to the dangerous Work whictr 
France had in View many Years before ; 
for, no ſooner was Don Carlos arrived in 
ltaly, than we ſaw her and Spain prepar- 


ing for War: We ſaw France levying | 
Troops in Abundance, and putting her 


Militia on a Footing almoſt equal to regu- 
lar Forces. We have ſeen great Numbers 
of theſe Troops march into Dauphine, on 
Pretence of an illicit Trade carrying on in 
thoſe Parts, tho' nothing is more certain, 


than that the Officers of the Revenue were, 


and always have been, capable alone to 
prevent the Countreband there. We have 
ſcen Avignon, on this Pretence, blocked 
up by a regular Encampment, the better 
to carry on the Farce, but, in Reality, to 
inure the new raiſed Troops to the Fa- 


tigues of War. We had alſo ſeen, before 


that, King Victor abdicating in Favour of 
the preſent King of Sardinia, and after- 
ward, in Appearance, at Enmity with his 
Son, that he might the better get rid 


of bis Engagements with the Court - of 
Vienna. 


Does 
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Does it not appear, Sir, from all theſe 
Motions of France, and thoſe of Sardinia, 
that the preſent Alliance between theſe 
Powers was projectęd, if not compleated, 
| Jong before the Death of King Auguſtus, 
and that the Deſigns of the Houſe of 
Bourbon on Italy was as early as the Year 
1716, and have unchangeably continu- 
ed to the breaking out of the preſent 
War. „„ | 

The King of Spain, indeed, acted with 
leſs Reſerve than France, who had ſome 
decent Appearances to preſerve towards 
us, to which Spain was not liable. This 
Prince fairly owned his Intentions when 
he invaded' $ardinia and Sicily, in the 
Vears 1717 and 1718; and his General, 
the Marquis Je Lede, openly avowed 
the fixed Reſolutions of his Court, to 
ſtrip the Emperor of all the ancient Do- 
minions ,of ' $pazy. The Regent, it is 
true, did not ſeem to concur in the 
Meaſures of Spain, at ' that Time : But 
even this may be accounted for more 
from the Inability of France and the 
Minority, than from a Want of Inclina- 
tion. The King of Spain afterwards pro- 
claims his Deſigns, indeed the Deſigns of 
the whole Houſe of Bourbon, when he 
invaded Oran. He then plainly told the 
World, by a Manifeſto, publiſhed by him on 
6 2 | _  - 


Cond © | 
that Occaſion, that he never would ſheath 
His Sword, till he had annexed to the 
Crown of Spazn all the Dominions ſhe 
was in Poſſe/jon of, when he came to the 
Throne. Here was a publick Declaza- 
tion of his Intentions, founded, without 
Doubt, on the ſecret Meaſures concerted 
between him and the elder Branch of 
his Houſe : And altho' very few on this 
Side the Water, ſeemed, at that Time, 
to be alarmed at thoſe Expreſſions in 
that memorable Manifeſto, it is certain 
that ſome were, and that the Court of 
Vienna took ſome Umbrage at them: A 
Fact well known to ſome Great Men 
now living; but France found the Means 
of lulling Mankind into Supineneſs and 
Inattention. 

Having thus, Sir, endeavoured to 
ſhew, that the Emperor has a Right to 
our Aſſiſtance, as well from Gratitude 
as from Motives of Self- intereſt; that the 
Charge upon him is falſe, of being the 
Author of his preſent Misfortunes ; that 
we have ourſelves contributed, unde/ign- 
edly, to bring them upon him ; that 
France, Spain and Sardmia had long 
projected the War broke out on the 
Continent; and that the Death of Kin 
Auguſius was only the fortuitous Cauſs 
of blowing up a Mine that had been 

8 ; long 
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long ſince laid by the Houſe-of Borrbor. 
J ſhall now conſider the Power of the 
preſent Alliance, formed by France, the 
Emperor's Inability to withſtand alone 
her Efforts, and the Certainty of her 
being ſoon capable of deſtroying: the Ba- 
lance of Power in Europe, except ſhe is 
immediately checked by the Weight of 
the Maritime Powers. I ſhall, in the 
next Place, take Notice of the Danger 
we are like to be in, with relation to 
our Commerce, if France ſhould ſucceed 
in her Views, and laſtly T ſhall obſerve, 
that the very Frame of our Conſtitution 
and Government will be in the moſt im- 
minent Danger, ſhould we any longer 
A our preſent State of Neutra- 
ny. | | 

The World was juſtly alarmed to ſee 
France, ſingle and alone, carrying on an 
offenſive War, in 1688, againſt the united 
Force of all the Powers of Germany, 
England, Spain, Savoy and Holland; 
and altho' the came readily into the 
Treaty of Ryſwick, it is certain, it was 
more from the Deſigns ſhe had formed on 
the Pane Monarchy, than from any 
Diſadvantages ſhe could have apprehend- 
ed from the Proſecution of the War: In 
the War of 1702 ſhe was not quite ſo + 
ſortunate, in Appearance, as ſhe had been 

| in 
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in the former; but it muſt be allowed ſhe 


was ſo in Reality; for ſhe, ſucceeded in 


the Main, to the Amazement of all the 


World. She ſecured Spain to a Branch of 
her Houſe, for which alone ſhe contend- 


ed amidſt a thouſand Loſſes and Diſaſters. 


Spain was 1o far from being aſſiſting to 
her on this Occaſion, that ſhe was a great 
and. real Burden to her throughout the 
whole Courſe of that long and expenſive 
War. We. have, afterwards, ſeen this 


powerful : Monarchy, not only entirely 


getting rid of all her Debts and Incum- 
brances, but likewiſe extending her Com- 


merce infinitely beyond what it ever had 


been before: And we have ſeverely felt 
the Commercial Genius of her People, in 
the manifeſt Increaſe of their Trade, and 
viſible, Decreafe of our on to Turkey, 
to the Eaſt- Indies, to Spain, and to A- 
merica; ſo that it cannot, I think, be 
conteſted, but that France alone, with- 


cout any Alliance, is at this Time infi- 


nitely more formidable, than ſne has been 

in any Period of Time, ſince the Eſta- 

bliſhment of that Monarchy: - | 
We ſhall find Spain fo far from being 


a Burden to France, as ſhe had been in 


Queen Anne's War, now grown formi- 


dable both by Sea and Land. We ſee. 


her Miſtreſs of aboye one hundred 75 
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ſand as good Troops as any in Europe, 
and of a Fleet of aboye fifty Ships of 
the Line, which, perhaps, tho' not equal 
to ſo many Britiſh Ships, will probably, 
in Time, become little inferior in Gal- 
lantry to the Land Forces of that Mo- 
narchy. We ſce the Commerce of Spain 
extended and improved both at Home 
and Abroad; and I am ſorry we have 
felt this ſeverely of late Years, in many 
Inſtances, but particularly in the little 
Call for what we term Spaniſh Cloths in 
that Kingdom, a material Branch of our 
Trade with Spain heretofore. And we 
have ſeen her ſending out vaſt and ſur- 
priſing Armaments frequently, for fiſteen 
Years together, which is an undeniable 
Proof that ſhe is not leſs powerful in 
Treaſure, the Nerves of War, than ſhe is 
in Ships and Troops. +1 

Without enumerating fpecifically the 
Power and Force of the King of Sar- 
dinia, in Troops, and Means to ſupport 
them, it will be allowed, that his Situa- 
tion alone adds prodigious Power to the 
Arms of France and Spain : Whence it 
may be concluded, at one View, that the 
Emperor is not, nor cannot be ſuppoſed, 
Tn any Senſe, to be a Match for the pre- 
Tent Allies; and tho' there had been a 


be 
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be able to ſtem the Torrent, if he had 
been heartily joined and aſſiſted by the 
whole Germanick Body, yet the Defec- 
tion in ſome of its moſt powerful Mem- 
bers puts it beyond any Doubt, that a 
Campaign or two, at the moſt, muſt put 


an End to the Influence, if not to the 
very Being of the Houſe of Auſtria. In 
ſuch Caſe, Sir, I would ask our ſupine 


Patriots, what is to become of the Ba- 
lance of Power, and the Liberties of Eu- 
rope? With what Rapidity was the Em- 
peror attacked on all Sides, in the Mi- 
laneſe, in Naples, and in Germany? Is it 
not obvious, as I haye already ſhewn, 
that Poland has little Share in "the pre- 
ſent Quarrel? Does it not appear from 
- the Slowneſs of Frauce in ſuecouring 
Dantzick, that ſhe was never in Earneſt 
as to the North, and intended, by a-Di- 
verſion only in thoſe Parts, to leave the 


Cauſe of War open, the better to exe- 


cute her vaſt Deſigns? If France had not 
long before intended the Blow, could ſhe 
have been ſo prepared as to be able, on 
a ſudden, to march fifty thouſand Men 
into Itah, and a hundred and forty thou- 
ſand to the Rhine, beſides {till keeping a- 
bove a hundred thouſand more in the ſe- 
veral Parts of her own extended, but com- 
pat Dominion? | . 
| a; ES. 


=—_— 


r 


PPP 


(27 


We have feen the Emperor tripped of 


his Poſſeſſions in Italy, before he could 


well look about him; and, tho' he has 
made his utmoſt Efforts to recover the 

Milane 45 and had continued his Prepara- 
tions for that Purpoſe, ever ſince the 
breaking out of the War, we find him 
unable to act with any 'Vigour, even 
where he exerted himſelf the moſt; nor 
do we find him more ſucceſsful on the 
Rhine, tho' atfiſted by the Germanick 
Body. This plainly ſhews how une- 
qual he is to the Alliance formed againſt 
him; and that he inevitably muſt fall a 
Sactifice to the Ambition of the Houſe 
of Bourbon, if not timely relieved by the 
Powers of England and Holland. Gra- 
titude exacts this Relief from us, and, 

what is yet infinitely ſtronger, Se bee. 
vation exacts it, if we would preſerve our 
own / Liberties, and thoſe of moſt of the 
Powers of Europe. Delays are dangerous in 
4 Conjuncture fo critical as the preſent ; 

a Conjuncture, not to be put in any Com- 
petition with that of 1502, when France 
was, not of herſelf, near ſo formidable as 
ſhe is at preſent, and when Spain was in 
no Condition to ſupport her. But now 
the Caſe is quite otherwiſe; ſo notsri- 
ouſly fo, that it would be abſurd to at- 
tempt the Parallel, | 
oli, D 2 L own 
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I own it is ſurpriſing, that He/land 
ſhould have agreed to a Neutrality. with 
France in the preſent Situation of Af- 
fairs; and I am afraid it is chiefly. owing 
to the Reluctance, which ſhe obſerved in 
us, of breaking with France. Perhaps 
the Dutch might. have thought, unjuſtly 
I hope, that there was no great. Re/zance 
to be made on our Councils, looked upon 
by ſome, without Foundation, to have 
been ſtrangely fluctuating and unſteady of 
late Years; perhaps too, there might have 

been ſome Coolneſs ariſen between us and 
Holland, on Account of our matchin 
with the Houſe of Qrange, for Fear it 
might be a Means of paying the preſent 
Prince's Way to the Stadtholderſip ; 
but perhaps, more probably, that French 
Gold has found its Way: to ſome of the 
Chiefs in the Adminiſtration there ; and 
then, if this ſhould happen to be the Caſe, 
adieu to the Liberties of Europe. 

France has not been more ſucceſsful in 
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with ſome memorable Examples of this 
Nature heretofore. It is more than pro- 
bable, that the preſent King of Sardinia 
is an Inſtance of this Complexion, and I 
am afraid we ſhall ſoon find ſome Princes 
in Germany follow his pecuniary Maxims 
of Policy. That Poland, and particu- 
larly Damtzick, has been tainted by 
French Proteſtations, and French Coin, 
is a Fact not to be doubted of: But, 
thank Heaven, there are no Reaſons to 
apprehend any Influence cf this Kind, on 
the Counſels of Great Britain. We 
have a Sett of Stateſmen now at the Head 
| of our Affairs, who are above a Shadow 
of an Imputation on this Head; they are 
rather in a Condition to practice the. Art 
on the Miniſters of France, than to ad- 
mit of it here at -Home. If they have 
hitherto judged it neceſſary to look on 
for a While, in order to fee more per- 
ſectly the genuine Views of France, and 
to caſe the Publick, by the Delay; 1 
doubt not, but they will foon adviſe his 
Majeſty to take ſuch Meaſures as are moſt 
likely to tend to the Preſervation of the 
Religion, Properties and Liberties cf his 
Subjects, and the Balance of Power for 
which we have been contending, at an 
immenſe Charge, ever ſince the Revolu- 
tion. I date anſwer for it, he will have 
22 2288 9 8 the 
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the hearty — of all his Subjects 
in the glorious Attempt. The trading Part 


of the Subject ſeems deſirous of a War, 
that, in all Probability, will quicken and 


_enliven, if not immediately, at leaſt in 


Time to come, the national Commerce, 


engroſſed for ſome Vears paſt, by our 


rival French Neighbours; and, as for the 
Gentlemen in the preſent Oppoſition, they 
muſt throw off all Diſguiſe of. Patriotiſm 
and publick Spirit, ſhould” they oppoſe 
Meaſtites ſo replete. with univerſal Li- 
betty, univerſal Advantage. So that: his 
'Majefty cannot fail: of the Hearts and 
Wiſhes of all his People, in a Cauſe ſo 
Jalutary and ſo glorious. An Expence, 
not a great deal exceeding that we have 
been at, for many \ Years paſt, will oblige 
France (in (in Conjunction with our Allies) 
to deſiſt from! her Views of univerſal 
Sway: For the will not, dare not, pro- 
ceed in her Schemes of Power, if ons 
Britain and Hollaud are in the Op 
tion againſt her. And T will venture 0 
alfirm, that the Dutch will ſincerely 
concur with on when mach find us in 
Earneſt.” 


Thot e has, at All Times, aps 


tially ſince Henry IVth's Days, had a View 
towards ani uerſal Monatchy, is obvious. 
That great Prince firſt formed the Idea, _ 
by 1 0 ai 


„ 
aid the Foundation; Louis XIth, or 
his great and dangerous Miniſter Nichliau, 


greatly-added to the Structure; and Louis 


the XIVth had like to have finiſhed the 
Fabrick : But as nothing is more certain, 
than that the ſame Counſels, and the ſame 
Views ſtill prevail in France, it is not to 
be doubted, but that Louis the XVth 
will raiſe the ambitious Houſe of Bourbon 
to the higheſt Pinacle of Power and Op- 
preſſion, if he is not timely ſtopp'd in his 
dangerous Career. He has the Means 
in his Hands, in a far greater Degree 
than any King of France that ever went 
before him.; and, if we may judge from 
the preſent Appearance of Things, he 
ſeems inclinable to lay hold of the Op- 
portunity, and make uſe of -his Power. 
He has told us, indeed, that he has no 
Intention to conquer or extend the Bounds 
of his preſent Dominions. But have not 
moſt rapacious Conquerors done the like, 
when they - firſt appeared. in Arms? It 
would be ſuperfluous to bring Examples 
of this Kind from the Greek and Roman 
Hiſtories. Does not the Maxifeſta of 
Louis the XIVth ſufficiently juſtify a 
Disbelief in Matters of this Nature? Do 
not the late Conqueſts in Italy give the 
Lye ta theſe ſort of Declarations ? Can 
it be thought. that France has done ” 
muc 
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much for others, and will do nothing im- tu 
mediately even for herſelf, and even have + 
the Aſſiſtance of her preſent potent Al- t 
lies in ſo doing? Are we to ſuppoſe, that 
ſhe, has not Views on Part of the Auſtrian 
Netherlands, if not upon the Whole, d 
after ſhe ſhall have. ſecured Italy for a 8. 
Branch of her Houſe ? Are we ſure nei- 


Houſe of Auſtria ſhall be no more capa- 
ble of oppoſing the united Power of 
France, Spain and Italy? Believe me, 
Sir, theſe. Speculations are not ſo ill 
grounded, nor the Danger ſo diſtant, but 
that every Engliſhman, who is not wil- 
fully blind, muſt ſee them, and dread the 
Conſequence to theſe Nations in particu- 
lar, to the Proteſtant Religion, to the 
Balance of Power, and to the Liberties 
of Europe. - 

Suppoſing the boden Allies ſhould 
have ftipulated in Fayour of the Preten- 
9 could we wonder at a Matter fo: ar 
; tuxal, 


ther, that her aſpiring Views won't carry - 
her afterwards into Deſigns upon Holland, MW h 
and even upon theſe, Kingdoms? How 0 
can we be aſſured, that ſhe has not ſtipu- t 
lated with ſome Prince in Germany to 1 
raiſe him to the Imperial Dignity; tho + 
he were ſenſible he ſhould thereby al · } 
ways ſubſiſt in a State of Dependency ? N 
What can prevent her Deſigns, when the 1 
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tatal, and ſo neceſſary towards opening 
the Way to the Succeſſion, in Payour of 
the Kings of Sardinia and France, who 
are the immediate Heirs to the Chevalier 
and his Sons, upon the Footing of Here- 
ditary Right? Suppoſing, again, that fuch 
Stipulation has been enter'd into, in Com- 
pliance with the King of Sardinia, Who, 
probably, might not think himſelf ſafe in 
his old or new Poſſeſſions without the 
Guaranty of England, that is to ſay, of 
the Pretender, could we admire at the 
Precaution ? Suppoſing, at the ſame Time, 
that, in order to confirm his Sardinian 
Majeſty in a good Opinion of the Up- 
rightneſs of France, he ſhould alſo ſti- 
pulate, that her eldeſt Daughter ſhall be 
married to the Pretender eldeſt Su: IL 
ſay, ſuppoſing ſuch a Stipulation had been 
now actually ſubſiſting, could we wonder 
at it, ſince the King of Sardinia might 
think,” that no other Method could be 
deviſed for preſerving him, in Time to 
come; againſt the Oppreſſion and Power 
of the Houſe of Bourbon? You will ob- 
ſerve, Sir, that what I have advanced on 
this laſt Head is Suppoſition and Specu- 
lation only; but whether real or imagin- 
ary, in my Opinion, merits ſome Conſi- 
deration in the preſent Conjuncture, par- 
ticalarly ſeeing the late Reception of the 
. | | E. young 
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young Chevalier at Naples. It is true, 
were any Thing of this Kind to take 
Place, a King, thus impoſed upon us by 
France, would ſit uneaſily upon the 
'Throne, as he muſt, in all Likelihood, 
be tributary to that Crown : But what 
then? we are ruined in the Experiment, 
or what eyer elſe you are pleaſed to call 
ir. ä | 
As to our Commerce, ſhould a Branch 
of the Houſe of Bourbon continue in the 
Poſſeſſion of Tuſcany, Naples and Sicily, 
how precarious -would it be, not only to 
Spain and Italy, but even to Turkey? I 
am apprehenſive, that the whole Naval 
Force of Great-Britain could not ſecure 
our Trade to Turkey from the Captures of 
Privateers, fitted out of the Ports of 
| Sicily, near which we muſt neceſſarily 
paſs, in our Navigation to the Domi- 
nions of the Grand Seignior. As for our 
Sugar Iſlands, and our Colonies in the 
South of America, ſuch as Carolina, Sc. 
there is no great Probability, that we 
could be long able to prevent their fall- 
ing into the Hands of the French and 
Spaniards, who have, for a great While, 
looked upon our Poſſeſſions in thoſe Parts 
with invidious Eyes. I wiſh I could 
not ſpeak my Apprehenſions on this 
Occaſion, of an Intelligence "__—_ on 
ebe 
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Rebel Negroes at Jamaica, 'and the 
French and Spaniards at St. Domingo 
and Cuba. W hat Security can Portugal 
have, or what Advantage can we pro- 
poſe to ourſelves from the Friendſhip of 
that uſeful Crown, if the Houſe of Bour- 


bon be not timely prevented in her am- 


bitious Views? So that, in all human 
Probability, as to our Commerce, it is 
more than conjectural, that we ſhall be 
greatly reſtrained, if not totally deprived 
of the moſt valuable Branches of our 
Trade, if France be not taken down be- 
fore ſhe puts her vaſt Deſigns in Exe- 
cure 

But to come to my third Point, indeed 
the moſt material of all, to thoſe who 


_ juſtly center all their Happineſs in our 


preſent Government and Conſtitution, I 
have alrcady ſhewn, that there is more 
than a bare Poſſibility of a Stipulation in 
Favour. of the Competitor to this Crown, 
and that from Reaſons that are not ſo 
chimerical as ſome would imagine them 
to be. But, without dwelling on Specu- 
lation only, won't it be allowed, that if 


France, or the Houſe of Bourbon, which 


is all one, ſhall be ſuffered to extend her 
Power, ſhe may at any Time embaraſs 
our Affairs ſo as to deſtroy ns effeQually 
without an actual Invaſion? The Dread 
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of ſo formidable a Neighbour muſt con- 
tinually have an Effect on our publick 
Credit. But why ſhall we imagine. ſhe 
will ſtop here? May we not as well ſup- 


poſe, ſhe will exert herſelf to ſubdue a 


Nation that has always ſtood in her Way 
to univerſal Power? And can we expect 
ſhe will not, when ſhe has ſubdued the 
Houſe of Auſtria, and forced herſelf into 
the Netherlands? Again, if we can ſup- 


pole, that France has any real Notion of 


the Religion ſhe profeſſes, have we not 
Reaſon to appichend, that ſhe will think 
it meritorious to conquer and convert. an 
obſtinate Proteſtant Country? Enthuſiaſm 
runs more or leſs throughout the whole 
Race of Man, and if we may judge of 
the King of France, young as he is, by 
his Appearance of Piety, we cannot doubt, 
but that he would be Bigot enough to 
project and execute any Scheme, that tend- 
ed towards the Converſion of what he 
calls Hereticks, eſpecially when it falls in 
with his Temporal Views. The Zeal 
and Bigotry of the preſent King of 
Hain is too well known, for to doubt 
that he would heartily concur in an Un- 
dertaking ſo conſiſtent with his Notions 
of Religion; and it is likely enough, that 
the Court of Rome would not only pro- 
mote and adviſe it, but alſo warmly ſup- 


port 
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hort it, and largely contribute towards the 
:xecution. We are not to ſuppoſe, that 
the preſent Pope is another Innocent the 
XIth, nor can we hope for Aſſiſtance from 
another Emperor Leopold, who had ſo 
generouſly engaged the then Pope in our 
Cauſe 'at the Revolution, as has been 
mentioned in the Beginning of this 
Diſcourſe. 

[ have heard ſome neat- ſighted Specu- 
latiſts argue, that the Emperor has it in 
his own Power, at any Time, to heal 
the preſent Breach between him and the 
Allies, by a Match with Don Carlos, 
and a Ceſſion of all his Dominions in Fa- 
ly, Good God! How infatuated muſt 
ſuch Politicians be, who would cure one 
Evil by one infinitely greater? Suppoſing 
the Emperor ſhould be drove to a Neceſ- 
ſity of this Nature, as in all Probability 
he muſt, if we ſhould {till continue to 
look on, as we have done hitherto, how 
are we aſſured that the Houſe of France 
will liſten to Propoſals or Expedients a- 
bout Countries ſhe has in actual Poſſeſ- 
ſion? But tho' ſhe ſhould, what Situa- 
tion ſhall we be in, or how will ſuch a 
Step contribute to preſerve the Balance 
of Power, for which we had ſpilt ſo much 
Blood? Could any Thing in Nature ever 
happen more for the Intereſt of France, 


than 


„ 


than ſach a Marriage and ſuch a Ceſſion? 
Would not ſuch a Match open a certain 
Way to the Houſe of Bourbon for mount- 
ing the Imperial Throne ? Is there not a 
ſtrong Probability, as the Emperor has 
but two Daughters, that a Prince ſo al- 
lied to him may, one Day, obtain Poſſeſ- 
ſion of all the Auſtrian Dominions in ge- 
neral? And could any Thing in this 
World more effectually contribute to de- 
ſtroy the Balance of Power in Europe, 
than ſuch an Acceſſion of Power to the 
Houſe of Bourbon? Have we not ſeen 
the dangerous Power of this ambitious 
Houſe riſe to its preſent Height, by a 


Match (ſuch as our unthinking Politicians Vi 
would make for the Emperor) forced up- © 
on Spain by Louis the XIVth, in Vir- he 
tue of the Pyrrenean Treaty. Surely, br 
Sir, we cannot be ſo loſt to all Senſe of be 
Self ſecurity, as to liſten to any Medium ſo Wt '* 
big with Deſtruction, and ſo dangerous to m 
the Liberties of Europe. Can we ſo ſoon 2 


forget the wiſe Maxims of our Anceſtors? 
nay, can we ſo ſoon forget our own juſt 
Apprehenſions ſo little a While ago, as 
when the * Enquiry was wrote in the late 
Reign, when there was only an Appear- 
| ance of a bare Probability of any Thing 
of this Nature in Favour of Don Carlos ! 


* Let 


® Wrote in 1725. 


„ 
Let us not buoy up ourſelves with Hopes 
that this, again, may be healed by Dif- 
ference and Diſ-union in the very Houſe 
of Bourbon hereafter: Were any Thing 
of this Nature to happen, I am afraid it 
would be of little Uſe to this or the 
next Generation. But why ſhall we ex- 
pe& that this Family is, or will be, any 
more liable to Diſcord than that of Au- 
ſtria, which had, for above three Centu- 
ries, been conſpicuous for. aſliſting and 
ſupporting its Branches in Spain and Ger- 
many? Precarious Comfort this! 

If the Emperor had nothing more in 
View, than the Agrandizement of his 
own Family, he 2 would have 
hearkened to ſuch a Propoſal, and have 
brought the Matter to Perfection long 
before the preſent Breach; but this gene- 
rous Prince had the Liberties of Europe 
more at Heart, than the particular appa- 
rent Advantage of his own Child. No 
doubt but that Attempts have been made 
upon him to conclude ſuch a Match, and 
that very large Offers of Treaſure have 
been made to induce him to a Compli- 
ance; but no Temptation was capable to 
alter his noble Sentiments of Liberty, and 
the Good of Mankind. Inſtead of li- 
ſtening to Propoſals ſo deſtructive of the 
Balance of Power, he caſt his Eyes upon 

the 
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the Duke of: Lorrain, a promiſing Prince, 
but one of little Power, for his eldeft 
Daughter; and in all Appearance deſign 
ed ſome other Prince, not a Friend to 
the Houſe of Bourbon, for his youngeſt, 
-If:; ſhe- ſhonld live to a proper Age. 80 
that we have ſeen this. publick-ſpirited, 
magnanimous Prince projecting, as far as 
was in his Power, a laſting Security for 
the Liberties of Europe. What Pity tis 
Jo glorious, fo generous a Prince ſhould be 
Jeft a Sacrifice to the unbounded Ambition 
of a Houſe that has frequently attempted, 
cand even now Fob ig the Freedom of 
Mankind? 6 
Lou will permit me to fv; Sir, that 
the Honour, dhe Fa aith of Nations, ſeem 
to oblige us to give the moſt powerful 
Succour to his Imperial Majeſty at this 
Time. Are we not bound, by many 
Treaties, to guaranty his. kalian Domi. 
nions? The Treaty of Utrecht ties us 
don to this Guaranty, in the ſtrongeſt 
Terms; ſo does the Quadruple Alliance, 
and ſome other Conventions, well known 
to . Fond to the reſt of the Mini- 

But although Treaties ſhould be 
— by ſome, as of no Weight, nor 
Honour, nor Gratitude neither, ſurely 
Self- intereſt will induce us to affiſt 3 
Prince, whoſe Houſe has always been 
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the Shield of Liberty; a Houſe which 
has been at all Times, ſince the Rævolu- 
tion, and then, our beſt Buckler, and 
without which we ſhall be eternally ex- 
to the Ambition and Power of that 


2 


How long * you. think, Sie, ſhall we 
be able to preſerve the Poſſeſfion of C- 
braltar and Minorca, if Spain, in Con- 
junction with the other powerful Branches 
of that Honſe, ſhould ſacceed in her pre- 

ſent Views? Slie has already given us a 
Specimen of her Defigns and Inclinations, 


by augmenting her Fortifications near 


that ineſtimable Fortreſs; nay, ſhe con- 
tinued her Works before Gibraltar even 
ſince we had obliged her in the Introdue- 
tion of Don Carla, and has lately 
brought them to the dernior Perfection, 
as to commanding the Bay. Can we then 
ſuppoſe ſhe will» permit us to remain in 
the quiet Poſſeſſion of one of her chief. 
eſt Keys, whenever ſhe ſhall be in a Con- 
dition to wreſtꝰit from us? Won't France 
aſſiſt in the Undertaking? And can ie be 
ſap that we ſhall be able to reſiſt both 


theſe — after they ſhall have cruſh- 


ed and ſubdued our ancient Ally, ehe 
-Houſe of Auſtria? red bante Rok > 


Upon the Whole, Sir, I think it u 
Demontiration, "_ a0 4 in Euclid, 
that 
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that unleſs we ſuppert the Experor at 
this Juncture, there is Reaſon to believe, 
that Fran muſt ſucceed, in all her Views 
of, Ambition and Univerſal Monarchy. 
If we ſ{bauld any longer be lulled into 


Appearances 00 Friendſhip, - we ſhall be 
anfwerable to Poſterity for all the Cala 
Mities thatꝭ art to follows /\- Poſterity a- 
lone will not only fect che Tale, but even 
we Whe: ere now living, will ſeeb its 
—— v9 
— — ſaanar than {ome wal, indolent 
pla imagine? For ths French are k 
Nation of Diſpatch, ven in Barneſt, as 
they ſeem ti deat preſunt; they are not 
ply quick in Connciꝭ bin alfo quick as 
tning in the Euacution It therefore 
ves ds to be ſuddem in our Refobves, 
and as. ſuddrn za our Preparations, iR we 
vquld ſecure aur Religion, our Liberties; 
dux Conſtitutiong our Trade! af on Al“ 


even g9 fa. far as ta fet on Foot Nego- 
_ tiatians fer a general Ar mmodationt; 

. — ber Miniſters, at all tho neutral 
Cours, Hall carry on the Farce with the 
moſt refined Diſſimulation. We have al- 
ready {ego & — the Politics of 
N N N MIR Y 
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Inactivity, by French Proteſtations and 


witha Witneſs; and-this | 
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make no Doubt burthat-#rance will 
lifes: to an Oxerturts of Prace, and 
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the- Aretbihop of Paris Maydate to his 
Slergy, on Was Taking of Phil. 
in which che inlewcted Prelate londly 
founds his Maſter's - pacifick Diſpofition, 
amidſt his Trophies and Eanitels? That 


inſinaating Court will, I doubt not, ſeem 


willing to accept of our Meqdiatioo, for 
terminating het Differences with his In- 
„ and ſhe will probably aſ- 
furne ſuch an Air of Francbefs and ins 
eetity, on chis Oocaſion, as wll-leave-lits 
tle-Room for us to doubt of her res] In- 
elinations for Peace, tho” all the while, 


her ſole View will de te datude'us into 


« farther Suſpenſten of our Efforts in Fa- 
vour ef the Empire, and the generalCaule 
of - of - Lidetty, whilſt" ſhe is wreſting the 
Ma mum out of the Imperial Hands; and 
getting Poſſeſſion of all the ſtrong For 
tteſſes on the-Rhine and Moſelte.” - 
I I doubt not neither, but that we ſhall 
fee into the Deſigns and Artifices of 
France, when, I am afraid, it will be t66 
late z for, after the Emperor ſhall be 
quite drove out ef Tray, and the Empirt 
ſhall be ſtripp'd of all her Bulwarks, what 
Power can refit the unſted Strength of 
France and het Allies in the Nether 
lands, thefole Point of View of · that a. 


ſpiring Crow, it may be faid, the reil 


Motive that induced her to appear in 
F 2 Arm 


Arms at. this Time, tho Poland was the 
ſpecigus Pretext. Should we, in Con- 
junction with our Allies, be ſuppoſed: to 
0 able to maintain two hundred thou- 
ſand Men in the Netherlands, a Matter 
altogether dubious, can it be imagined 
that France won't, and can't. double the 
Number in a Country ſo near the Centre 
of her Force and Power? Won't an Ar- 
my in Flangers ſtand England in double 
what it will France ?. And has ſhe not 
the Means of, being, every Campaign, 
near two Months before us in the Field? 
For my Part, the dreadful Conſequence 
of delaying our Succours to the Empire, 
at this Juncture, ſeems to me ſo obvious, 
that it amazes me to think we can heſi- 
tate one Day in our Reſolves. It is cer- 
tain, that our future Expence muſt en- 
creaſe in Proportion to our Delay, as it 
muſt naturally require greater Force to 
pull down France, when fhe has tho- 
roughly ſecured herſelf in Italy, on the 
* Rhine, and on the Moſetle, than before 
her Conqueſts in thoſe Parts are com- 
Heſides, as we have good Grounds to 
believe, that the Turk will have made 
his Peace with Per/az before the next 
Campaign, it tis not already compleated, 
how can it be hoped, that the n 
wes * 
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ill be able to give us any Aſſiſtance, in 
he Proſecution of the War on the Side 
ff Flanders? Does not the late Elope- 
ent of the young Prince Rogatſy, from 
Vienna, plainly demonſtrate, that France 
has Views of cutting out Work for the 
Emperor and the Empire on the Side of 
Hungary and Tranſilvania? And ſhould 
Hain and her Allies from Naples make 
themſelves Maſters of Trieſte, in the A- 
driatick, of which there ſeems to be more 


ed but that they will affiſt againſt the 
Emperor in Hungary, from that Quarter, 
or that an Invaſion of Carniola, of which 
Trieſte is Part, will not be for this 
Purpoſe ? * | "gp 1 
Does not the aſpiring Views of France 
and Spain evidently appear from their 
vaſt nayal Preparations? Frente was look'd 
upon at the Beginning of the preſent. 
War, which has not yet ſubſiſted above 
fourteen Months, to be in no Condition 
to make any Figure at Sea, for ſeveral 
Years to come; yet we find her already 
Miſtreſs of about fifty Ships of the Line, 
actually fitted for Service in the Bay of 
Cadiz, at Breſ, et Toulon, and at Roc hi- 
fort; and, if we may give Credit to au- 
thentick Advices from that Kingdom, ſhe 
will ſoon have a Navy of near fourſcore 
Cars ©1277: 0009 


than a bare Probability, can it be doubt= 
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capital Ships, which, together with the 
naval Power of Hain, is capable of giv« 
thg great Umbrage, if not. of ftriking 
Terror into moſt of the trading Nations 
of Europe, but particularly theſe Nations 
which lye ſo contiguous to her: And, 
what ſhould juſtly add to our Anxiety, 
is, that we ourſelves, by our fatal Neu- 
trality, Juring the Courſe of the preſent 
War, have given France the I 
ty of thus ſurpriſingly encreaſing her 
naval Power. And we ſhall, by a fur- 
ther unhappy Continuance in the ſame 
Neutrality, certainly contribute towards 
her bringing her maritime Affairs into the | 
higheſt Degree of Perfection. 
Io ſum up the Whole, it appears evi- 
dent to me, that any further Delay, in 
heartily. joining againſt the Houſe of 
Bourbon and her Alles, muſt be attend- 
ed with all the Confuſon and Miſery 
which can befall.a. free Nation, and that 
we ſhall only have the melancholy Ho- 
nour of being the laſt undone; for undone 
we muſt undoubtedly expe& to be, after 
our beſt Bulwark, the Houſe of Auſtria, 
ſhall be reduced by that ambitious one of 
Bourbon. 
Thus, Sir, have I freely given you my 
Thoughts of the preſent Situation of Af 
fairs in Europe, as they relate to the Er- 
4. . | : Peror, 
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eror, to the Balance, of Power, and the 
Security of our . Conſtitution. L wiſh I 
may have faid aby Thing which can a= 
vaken us out of that Political Lethargy, | 
rhich we have of late unwarily ſuffer d 
urſelyes to be ſeized with, ſo much to 
he Diſad vantage of our Honou out 
And, Intereſt, and th the Liberties of Mankind. 
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"AF-O.U will naturally obſerve, Sit 

that the foregoing was written ii ſeſſi 
the laſt Campaign, when I imagined th pro- 
Succeſſes of France, even at that Time lies n 
were ſufficient to have awakened us out 
of that fatal Inſenſibility we had beet 
ſeized with, from the Beginning of the 


on t 
Attempts of that ambitious .Crown 01 
the Houſe, of Auſtria." There was theiflof 


Reaſon; 1 ; thought, „to hope that the 
Power lodged in the Kings dy the lt 
Parliament, was calculated for that glor 
ons Pütpoſe; nor could 1 imagine tha 
the M-»—18 had. moves for that uncom 
mon additional Ppwer,' at that Time, for 
any other End tha that of employing it 

for the Preſervation of the Balance 0 
Power in Europe, which, even then, 
ſeemed to me to have been in eminent 
Danger, from the Strength and Succeſſes 
of France and her Allies, and from the 

- pbvjous Inability of his Imperial Mey 

| fav 


\ 


„ 
I faw, in common with many others, th 

the Kingdoms of Naples and Sitih were 
dhe favourite Objects of the Cabinet of 
ain, and that ths Emperor maſt ine- 
vitably be ſtripp'd of them, except we 
ſhould — exert ourſelves in their 
Defence; and J was ſenſible we had then 
the Power in our Hands of prevent- 
ing the Loſs of thoſe- Gountries, the Poſe 
ſeffion--of which muſt have added fo 
prodigioufly to the Strength of the Al- 
lies, whom it was our Intereſt to have 
epreſfed, as the certain Means of prevent- 
Wing the Views of the Houſe of Bourbon 
on the Liberties of Europe. 

I thought alſd, that as e Preſervation 
of ' Naples and Srily might be à Means, 
in Fututity, of obliging France and Spain 
to liſten" to Tetitis bf Accoi modi 
Himtereſt would! never have 
us to be ators of the Congueſt of 
hem, hilft it was in our Powet to pre- 


» forferve them. And I hoped the Rega rd 
ng een Would "Have" been cohfiabtly bad 
e ato the trading Intereſt of theſe Nitions, 
then might induce us to have aſfifted in the 


Maintenance of the Emperor's Poſſef 
ſſon öf Kingdoms, extfemely ufeſul to 
tte ig dur general Commerce, but mort 
e Wpurticalatly ih Sur Trade to the Ze 
[ fav vant, 'wh bh muff - incyitably. be en- 

vo G daangered, 
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* dangered, whilſt they are ſubject to a 
Branch of the Houſe of Bourbon. 1 
But, however, our M rs might 
have judged of the — of the 
Court of Frauce, or whatever elſe might 
have been their Reaſons for continu- 
ing Neuters to this Time, in the pre- 
ſent Diſſentions on the Continent. We 
have. ck all the Reaſon: imaginable: to 
hope will no longer. obſexye a 
— ws, which muſt, certainly « endan- 
ger our own Safety, the Proteſtant Reli 
gion, and the Freedom of all our antient 
Confederates.. 3 
The late Succeſſes : "of. Fravce, and 
her . Allies: ſhould. be a Means, ons 
would think, of ,rouzing us to Action, 
whilſt yet there is a Probability of ſug 
ceeding, becauſe , a further ——. of 
their onqueſts, as. it would naturally 
increaſe their Power, would nat only 
render our Succeſs doubtful, but muſt 
alſo oblige us to à far greater Ex. 
pence, - than can be. now looked upos 
as neerſſary to bring thoſe Powen 
to reaſonable Terms of Accomme 
dation. | 
It is true, a Mediation is. now e 
on Foot, or at leaſt attempted to be 
ſet on Foot; but, as I had already 
.obſeryed, there are \ Grounds for be 
licying 


CRY | 


o 2 eving, that France will ſcemingly 
. Pearken to all Overtures of Peace, 
icht Whilſt ſhe is really meditating the 
the oſt dangerous Deſigns on the Liber- 
ight Nies of Mankind: And this purely, in 
mu- Fprder to lull us, the Friends of uni- 
Pre- Werſal Freedom, into Supineneſs and In- 
We Witivity. _ wh 

e to Therefore it is to be hoped, our 


S | 4 Whacifick Meaſures will have no ſuch 
dan. atal Influence on our Counſels, as to 
eli. Wc a Means of our ſlackening the ne- 
dent Apeſſary Preparations for War. Neceſſa- 


y they muſt be looked upon in this 


onjuncture, perhaps the meſt critical 
one that has been known in the Memory 
101, Woof Man. A Conjuncture big with no- 
ſuo. thing leſs than the certain future Safety 
> ond Proſperity, or Ruin and Deſtruction, of 
ally Wour. Commerce, our Liberties, and our 
nlyWHoly Religion. | 
nul 8 Altho' it muſt be confeſſed that Cha- 


Tity, as well as Self-intereſt require our 
good Offices towards a general Pacifica- 
tion; yet I think it will be owned, that 
there does not appear the leaſt Founda- 
tion for our hoping to ſucceed in the lau- 
dable Undertaking, For can it be ex- 
x pected, that the 3 will be prevail'd 
ad) upon, whilſt the leaſt Glimmerings of 


be Hopes remain of doing himſelf Juſtice, 
Pet's G 2 | to 
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aus on the Throne of Poland, is a Point 
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to make an abſolute Ceſſion of his Italian Prit 


Dominions to Don Carlos? A Condition ¶ tho 


without which Spain will liſten to no as 
Propoſals. of Peace, And though this det 
Difficulty could. be got over, which, by 
the by, is thought impoſſible, whilft the 
Emperor remains in Poſſeſſion of Vienna; 
yet the Re- eſtabliſnment of King Stani: 


of ſo delicate a Nature, as leaves us no room 
to hope France will give it up, whilſt, 
at leaſt, the preſent Career of her Suc- 
ceſſek continue. This is a Point on which 
France does, and always will inſiſt. And 
tho' the Emperor, might be brought to 
abandon King Auguſis, can it be ſuppoſed 
the Rui ans will abandon a Prince they 
have already done ſo much for, and from 


whom they have every future Act of 


ſincere Friendſhip to expect? 
Upon the Whole, there ſeems to be no 
Reaſon for us to hope that our Mediation, 
at this Time, will be attended with any 
Succeſs; nor can we ever expect to be 
able to bring the ambitious Houſe of 
Bourbon to fuch Terms as ſhall fix the 
neceſſary Balance of Power in Futuri- 
ty, but by powertully afliſting the Empe- 
ror, without the leaſt Delay. 
Our own Intereſt, and the Liberties of 
Europe call upon us to give this ay ub 
g | Iince 
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Prince our Succour at this Time; and 
tho' our Circumſtances at home are nor 
as good as they have been, whichi might 
deter us from engaging in a War, yet in 
a Cr1s1s, ſuch as the preſent, there is 
ſcarcely a Man in the, Kingdom would 
not give his Aſſent to a War, calculated 
for pulling down the Pride of France, and 
for preſerving all that is dear to an Eng · 
liſoman. I will only add, in King 7. 
liams Words on the like Occaſion, That 
if we do, in good Earneſt, deſire to ſee 

ngland hold the Balance of Europe, and 
to be, indeed, at the Head of the Proteſt» 
ant Intereſt, it will appear, by our right 
improving the preſent Opportunity. | 
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